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China, and the United States) at Dumbarton Oaks from
August 21 to October 7. At this meeting were issued the
formal "Proposals" which embodied tentative plans for a
lasting world organization. Regional "agencies" and "ar-
rangements" were recognized by Article VIII, Section C,
of these Proposals. It was thus clearly contemplated that
the American republics would in some degree, at least,
continue to function as a Western Hemispheric organiza-
tion.17
In February and early March, 1945, as detailed in the
preceding chapter of this work, the states of the Inter-
American System had convened at Chapultepec, Mexico,
in the first important political conference of the hemi-
spheric organization since the Rio gathering of the foreign
ministers in January 1942. At Chapultepec the Dumbarton
Oaks Proposals were discussed and debated at consider-
able length.
The American states made it plain that it would be their
intent from 1945 onward to play a role in world interna-
tional cooperation which would always be conditioned
by influences from within their hemispheric organization.
Although pledging their best efforts to attain the objec-
tives fundamentally aspired to by "peoples everywhere,"
and declaring their purpose to cooperate with all "like-
minded nations/' and to conduct regional activities and
procedures in consistency with "the purposes and princi-
ples of the general international organization when it shall
be formed," the Latin American states did not by these
piously phrased generalities obscure their determination
to amend the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals along these
general lines:
1.  To clearly define and limit the powers of the pro-
jected world organization.
2.  To secure larger representation for small powers gen-